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Frequently asked questions about home medical waste:
Q.  How should I dispose of a full or partially full IV bag?  (Examples: antibiotics, TPN, hydration, chemotherapy etc.)
A.  Do not open the bag(s).  Remove the label or use a permanent marker to black out the label .  Wrap the bag with duct tape or a similar tape to avoid breakage and then place the bag(s) into a plastic container (example: empty ice cream bucket) with a lid.  Double bag the closed container in a heavy garbage bag.
													
Q. How should I dispose of sharps (needles, blunt needles, IV tubing  without a bag attached)?
A.  HomeMed provides containers for sharps disposal.  The sharps container should be sealed when it becomes 75% full.  If your container is full before HomeMed can send you another, you may use an empty rigid container with a lid (examples: milk jug, liquid detergent bottle).  Label this container with the word “SHARPS” 
													
Q. Can I place my waste containers into the trash?
A.  Yes.  Sealed waste containers should be doubled bagged and placed into the regular household trash (see back for more instructions).
													
Q. Why doesn’t HomeMed take back waste containers?
A.  Because HomeMed is not a licensed waste transporter.  The state of Michigan considers medical waste to be household waste which can be disposed of with regular household trash.   
													
Q. Who can I call if I have questions about my local waste disposal rules?
A.  See the back of this guide for additional waste resources
 



Household Medical Waste Disposal Advice:
Because of State and Federal prescription drug and waste disposal laws, HomeMed  cannot pick up and dispose of medical waste containers, used or unused supplies, and/or medications.
To safely dispose of unused, unneeded or expired prescription drugs, it is recommended to leave the medications in their original containers and take the following steps to protect your personal information and the environment:
· Remove or use a marker to black out the label
· Place the medication in a rigid container 
· Wrap the  container in duct tape or a similar type of tape 
· Double bag the closed container in a heavy  garbage bag
· Place into the trash

For additional resources, you may wish to contact the following agencies:
· Your local trash hauler
· Your local Household Hazardous Waste Collection Agency
· Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) at (517) 335-2690 -or -www.michigan.gov/deqwaste 
· Your local county waste offices
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· Ingham County 		(517) 887-4312
· Jackson County		(517) 780-7924 or (888) 265-4682
· Lenawee County	(517)263-7175
· Livingston County	(517) 545-6968 or (517) 545-9609
· Macomb County	(586) 466-5345
· Monroe County		(734) 240-5808
· Oakland County		(800) 796-9696 or (248) 288-5150
· Saginaw County		(989) 781-9555
· Washtenaw County	(734) 222-3827
· Wayne County		(734) 326-3936

For questions, please contact HomeMed at 1-800-862-2731
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